
The Legacy of John Holt: A Man Who Genuinely 
Understood, Trusted, and Respected Children 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Patrick Farenga, 781-395-8508, patfarenga@JohnHoltGWS.com 
 
HoltGWS publishes a new collection of remembrances about John Holt, a 
school reform advocate and bestselling author who became a founder of the 
homeschooling movement. 
 
The Legacy of John Holt: A Man Who Genuinely Understood, Trusted, and Respected Children 
contains sixteen essays by friends, colleagues, and children (now adults) who personally knew and 
were influenced by Holt. A deep appreciation for Holt’s wide-ranging intellect, humor, and his ever-
growing ability to work with, not on, children emerge from these portraits. People who knew Holt when 
he was young write about his personal journey from conventional school teacher to unschooler, while 
pioneer homeschoolers write about the school, social, court room, and legislative battles Holt helped 
them negotiate at a time when the right to homeschool was often challenged.  
 
Holt was far ahead of his time with his ideas about teaching and optimal environments for learning. 
Kirsten Olson, author of Wounded by School, notes in her introduction, “Holt’s observations and 
thoughts on the importance of pleasure while learning, how teaching can interfere with learning, and 
the psychosocial means through which teacher beliefs about pupils predict and create performance, 
are truths about human cognition now being proven in learning labs around the world.” 
 
John Holt gained fame in the 1960s as an insightful school critic with his books How Children Fail and 
How Children Learn, both of which are still in print and combined have sold nearly 2 million copies. 
Frustrated by the slow pace of change in schools, Holt became one of the founders of the 
homeschooling movement in 1977, when he published the first magazine about learning outside 
school, Growing Without Schooling. 
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Thomas Armstrong is an author and speaker with over one million copies of his books in print on 
issues related to learning and human development. His latest book is Neurodiversity in the Classroom: 
Strength-Based Strategies to Help Students with Special Needs Achieve Success in School and Life. 
 
Peter Bergson is co-founder of Open Connections, a resource center for self-directed learners in 
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Alexander W. Clowes, M.D. is a recipient of a MERIT award from the National Institute of Health. He 
was also involved in building Seattle’s first symphony hall. 
 
Aaron Falbel considers himself extremely fortunate to have known both John Holt and Ivan Illich 
personally, as these men have greatly influenced his outlook on learning and society. Aaron’s writings 



have been published in Growing Without Schooling, Peacework, Plain, and Mothering magazines, and 
elsewhere. 
 
Patrick Farenga began work with John Holt in 1981 and became publisher of Growing Without 
Schooling magazine in 1985, when Holt died, until it stopped publishing in 2001. Farenga continues to 
write books and articles about homeschooling, unschooling, and Holt’s ideas. 
 
Theo and Anita Giesy homeschooled her children and remains active in causes such as climate 
change and food safety, particularly GMO labeling and regulation. Her daughter Anita adds to her 
mother’s reflections about John Holt. 
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Roland Meighan is Special Professor of Education, University of Nottingham, UK. 
 
Jerry Mintz is the founder of the Alternative Education Resource Organization (AERO) and has been 
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Berrien Moore III is Vice President of Weather & Climate Programs and Dean at the College of 
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